	

	QUIZ ME!

Here’s a question asked by an AOPA member who contacted our aviation services staff through the AOPA Pilot Information Center. Test your knowledge.

 

Question: While studying IFR low en route charts, I could not find any mention of minimum vectoring altitude (MVA). Where is it defined, and how can I determine it?

 

Answer: Minimum vectoring altitudes are established to allow ATC to issue safe altitude clearances that often can be lower than the minimum en route altitude (MEA), minimum obstruction clearance altitude (MOCA), off-route obstruction clearance altitude (OROCA,) or other minimum altitude values depicted on IFR charts. If an aircraft has sufficient radar coverage, a controller can allow an aircraft to descend as low as the MVA, which can be advantageous if the pilot is trying to move to a safer altitude while approaching his or her destination for reasons such as icing, visibility, or turbulence. MVAs have minimum required terrain clearance built in, and the amount of clearance depends on whether the area in question is mountainous or non-mountainous, as well as if airport surveillance radar (ASR) is available. MVAs are not published, but they are available to ATC—so when in doubt, ask! The Aeronautical Information Manual describes MVAs and how they are determined.
http://www.aopa.org/epilot/redir.cfm?adid=20062


